MONTAGU HOUSE AND THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS

Mead (till he moved a couple of hundred yards East to the site where
the Children's Hospital now stands in Great Ormond Street), Dr.
John Radcliffc, and Sir Hans Sloane himself. It is curious that all
three arc names venerated in libraries; Mead, it is true, made no
foundation, his library being dispersed after his death in 1754; but, as
befitted one who "more than any man lived in the broad sunshine of
life," he was a great and a generous book-lover, and his sale was one
of the chief book-collectors' events of the century; while in the
Radcliffe Library and Camera at Oxford and in the British Museum
are the memorials of the other two. Sloane's collections, which he
had taken with him to his country house (as it was then) at Chelsea,
thus returned to a spot very near their earlier home.

2. MONTAGU HOUSE
The original Montagu (or Montague) House was designed by-
Robert Hooke in 1674- and completed four years later for Ralph,
afterwards the first Duke of Montagu.5 It was in the French style,
with a large "court of honour," flanked by lower pavilion wings and
screened from the street by a colonnaded wing and cupola-crowned
gate.6 This house had but a short existence^ for it was destroyed by
fire in the night of January i8th, 1686. Evelyn in his Diary for the
next day says that it was' "burnt to the ground." According to Dalla-
way,7 this was during the residence of the French Ambassador, with
whom Montagu, then English 'Ambassador at Versailles, had tem-
porarily changed houses, and after the fire it was agreed that the
Court of France should bear half the cost of rebuilding, upon condi-
tion that the architect and painters employed should be French.
Dallaway adds that "the object avowed was, to teach the English
how a perfect palace should be constructed and embellished"; but
this avowal, if expressed, was merely diplomatic, since the new house,
erected (it is doubtfully stated) by Pierre Puget, was an almost exact
copy of Hooke's, and was no doubt erected on the old foundations and
existing walls* Houses are rarely burnt to the ground, and outlying
buildings almost never; it is certain that Hooke's gate and screen
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